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After the Storm: Worker Health and Safety during 

Storm Disaster Cleanup 

Housekeeping 

• If you experience technical difficulties, please 

call (530) 487-0727 for assistance. 

• Please participate in all polls and the 

evaluation. 

• For any questions, please utilize the question 

box. 
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Learning Objectives 

1. Identify the most critical and common hazards encountered 

by workers and residents engaged in post-disaster 

demolition and reconstruction. 

2. Articulate the best strategies to educate workers and 

others about how to prevent injuries and illness during the 

clean-up following hurricanes and superstorms. 

3. List at least three resources they can use to guide workers 

and residents during post-disaster demolition and 

reconstruction. 

Participants will be able to…  

Community 
health 
workers and 
clinicians 
promote 
worker health 
and safety 
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Pre-Test 

 

 

Preparedness 

 

 

The Event 

 

 

First 
Response 

 

Intermediate 
and long-

term 
recovery and 

rebuilding 

Stages of disaster response 
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Workers’ 

Rights 
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What are employers' responsibilities? 

The Occupational Safety and Health 

Act requires employers to provide a 

safe and healthful workplace free of 

recognized hazards and to follow 

OSHA standards. Employers' 

responsibilities also include providing 

training, medical examinations and 

recordkeeping. 

For more information about OSHA, go to 
http://www.osha.gov or call 1-800-321-OSHA (6742) 

What are workers' 
responsibilities? 

Follow the employer's safety and health rules and 

wear or use all required gear and equipment  

Follow safe work practices for your job, as directed 

by your employer 

Report hazardous conditions to a supervisor.  

Report hazardous conditions to OSHA, if 

employers do not fix them 
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Case  

Study 
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Structural  

Integrity 
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Debris Piles and  

Unstable Work Surfaces 

Electrical 
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Chemicals and Air 

Contaminants 

(lead, asbestos, 

silica) 
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Industrial Contamination  
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Heat Cold 
Wet (Trench 

Foot)  

Noise Slips, trips and falls 

Working conditions 

Illness 

© Pan American Health Organization 

• Tetanus 

• Hep B 

• Other infectious  

disease 

• Traumatic Stress 
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How can you 

help workers? 

 

©www.earldotter.com 

Know the “big picture” 
• Risks 

• Short and long term health effects 
 Infectious Disease 

 Chemical Exposures 

 Traumatic Stress 

• Vaccinations (Tetanus and Hep B) 
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Knowledge 

of workers’ 

rights 

Familiarity with health and safety resources 

Where can workers get trained?   

What are the available educational 

materials? 
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Know how to communicate the risk and 

tailor the message for each patient 

©www.earldotter.com 

What do 
workers 
need to 
protect 

themselves? 

Training 

PPE 

Knowledge 
of rights 

Community 
resources 
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Hard Hat 
Gloves 

Respiratory 
protection  

Safety glasses with side shields Steel-toed boots 

Personal Protective Equipment 

Safety 
Data Sheet 

(SDS) 

©Earl Dotter- NFMC 
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Framework for helping 

workers stay safe on the job  

Assess the 
environment 

Acknowledge 
potential risk 

 

Prepare for 
the risks: 
Training and 
PPE 

• Physical 

• Knowledge 

• Emotional 

 

Where to 
look for 
more 
resources 

• Health 

• Safety 
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Going back to the original case study, how 

would you apply what you’ve learned to help 

the worker in question? 

Resources 

Your local 

Community 

Health Center 

Local National Orgs Federal 
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L
o
ca

l 
R

e
so

u
rc

e
s • Regional OSHA 

• FEMA Disaster Recovery Center 

• Utility companies 

• Health Department / Animal Control 

• Local health center 

• Poison control center 

• Worker Center 

• 911 (it’s important for workers to know the 
address where they are working) 

Additional 
Training 
Required 

This webinar 
serves as to 
serve as an 
introduction 
and we hope 
it will help 
you help 
workers and 
residents.   

Regardless of work scope, many topics 
covered corresponding OSHA standards 
– such standards must be met in order 
to safely and legally perform associated 
job duties.  

Cleanup workers should always keep in 
mind that when in doubt about the 
safety of an activity, stop what you are 
doing and ask questions. Be sure you are 
safe before continuing.  

Contact the National Clearinghouse for 
Worker Safety and Health Training (202-
331-7733) and review the website 
https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/index.cfm 
for additional information on hurricane 
and flood response and cleanup.  

You may also contact us regarding 
training for hurricane response and 
cleanup activities.  
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National Institutes of Health 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

WTP: 30 Years of Preparing Workers for Hazardous 

Materials and Emergency Response 

Increasing worker safety 
and health across the 
country. 

Overall: Trained 

approximately 3 
million workers 
since 1987 

Helps businesses and 
municipalities meet 
worker training needs 
and keep worksites and 
communities safer. 

Increasing the country’s 
capacity for disaster 
preparedness and 
emergency response. 

Trained thousands of 
workers in response to 

many of the worst 
U.S. natural and 
man-made 
disasters, 
including: 
• World Trade Centers 

• Hurricane Katrina 

• Hurricane Sandy 

• Deepwater Horizon Gulf Oil 
Spill 

• Ebola/Biosafety Response 

Providing job and life 
skills training program to 
unemployed and 
underemployed individuals. 

Reached over 10,800 
individuals in 30 
communities across the 
U.S., with an average 
job placement rate of 
71%. 

Annual federal 

investment of $3.5 
million generates 
a $100 million 
return 

Post-Test 
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http://www.migrantclinician.org/community/blog.html 

Chip Joseph “Chip” Hughes Jr., MPH 

Director , Worker Training Program (WTP) 

HHS-NIH-NIEHSMPH 

hughes3@niehs.nih.gov 

Amy K. Liebman, MPA, MA 

 Director of Environmental and Occupational Health Migrant 
Clinicians Network 

aliebman@migrantclinician.org 

Luis Vazquez, MPH, Education Coordinator 

International Chemical Workers Union Council 

Center for Worker Health & Safety Education 

lvazquez@icwuc.org 

Juliana Simmons, MSPH, CHES 

Environmental and Occupational Health Program Manager 

Migrant Clinicians Network 

jsimmons@migrantclinician.org 
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Please take the Participant Evaluation 

Thank You! 

OSHA DISCLAIMER 

This material was produced under grant SH-29622-SH6 from the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, U. S. Department of 
Labor.  It does not necessarily reflect the views of policies of the U. S. 
Department of Labor, nor does it mention of trade names, commercial 
products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U. S. Government. 


